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The Indian Removal Act was a bill signed by President Andrew Jackson in 1830 to give powers to the federal government to expel the Native Americans from their ancestral land in the South (History.com, 2020). The motive of the forced removal was to free up a vast land for cotton farming, which the European settlers desired so much. It was the first form of deviance by the government from the respect of the legal rights of the American Indians. Initially, the government was to negotiate with the natives for the land and allow voluntary surrender, but President Jackson resorted to the use of force. He intended to resettle these native tribes in the land to the west and take up what is present-day Oklahoma (History.com, 2020).
The resulting action of the Indian Removal Act was a very wrong thing for the government of the United States to do. First, the removal of these Indians gave rise to slavery. Secondly, the government acted in favor of the European settlers and neglected the rights of the natives who had legal and customary rights to the land from which they were removed.  The native tribes had possessed the land for many years and had been inherited by many generations. The removed Indian nations moved to the west on foot, and many died true to diseases along the way since the government gave no support with food or medical supplies (Britannica, 2020). The trek came to be known as the Trail of Tears because of the suffering that people underwent in the journey.
Like any other historical event, Indian removal had both immediate and long-term effects. The most immediate impact was an increase in the production of cotton in the freed land. There was a registered massive harvest of cotton bales that had never been experienced before (Wharton, 2020). However, this increase in cotton production was a result of another event that was to last for some time. Slavery increased as more laborers were needed to work in the cotton fields. A long-term effect was a loss of trust in the government by the tribes affected by the Act. The government disregarded their rights in favor of the settlers, and the people felt they were being betrayed. 
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